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Introduction

This Guide was compiled by the Greeley Special Education PTA Committee, high school
Special Educators and administrators to support incoming 9th grade parents and students as
they begin their transition into high school. For first-time Greeley families, and those new
to special education at the high school, there is a great deal of information. As always, we
are here as a resource for you; this guide is intended as an introduction. We have compiled
information from state and district websites, as well as from other published documents,
so that pertinent information is available to you in one place. We hope that you find this
guide to be helpful. If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact your high
school counselor, your child’s assistant principal, case manager, or Joseph Drew, the CSE
Chairperson.

The goal of the Special Education program is to help students become more confident and
independent learners. We want our students to understand their strengths, challenges, and
learning styles, and to build strong advocacy skills.
Welcome parents!

Cara DiNapoli, Special Education Department Chairperson

We’re excited to meet your children and support them at Horace Greeley High School.
Our goal in the special education program is to help your children become successful,
confident, independent learners. We understand that high school is different from middle
school but rest assured that your children will learn how to navigate the campus, get to
their classes on time, and learn very quickly what is expected of them in each of their
classes. There are so many opportunities for your children to feel part of the Greeley
community; we encourage your children to find ways that they can get involved through
clubs, performing arts, or sports. We look forward to partnering with you so that your
children can be successful at Greeley, and we look forward to welcoming your children to
our special education program.

Chappaqua Provides an Inclusive Framework for Education

The Chappaqua School District is committed to providing equitable opportunities for
students with disabilities to receive effective educational services with the needed
supplementary aids and support services in age-appropriate general education classrooms
in their neighborhood schools. To the greatest extent possible, students with disabilities
are educated in general education classes in their home schools and provided with the
specialized instruction they require. Within our inclusive model, instruction is developed
and provided in a manner that ensures all students have access to the curriculum within a
learning experience appropriate for them.
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Who’s Who

Chappaqua School District
Special Education and Related Services

914-238-7207

Assistant Superintendent for Pupil Personnel Services
Jamie Edelman (914) 238-7207, x-1112
JaEdelman@chappaquaschools.org

Director of Special Education and 504 Services
Karen Smith (914) 238-7207, x-1101
KrSmith@chappaquaschools.org

Principal of Horace Greeley High School
Sandra Sepe (914) 238-7201 x 21
SaSepe@chappaquaschools.org

Assistant Principal of Special Education
Lauralyn Stewart (914) 238-7201, x-2107
LaStewart@chappaquaschools.org

CSE/504 Chairperson, Grade 9 - Age 21
Joseph Drew (914) 238-7207, x-1006
JoDrew@chappaquaschools.org

CSE/504 Chairperson, Out-of-District, PP Grades 6-12
Rebecca Hale (914)238-7207, x-1038
ReHale@chappaquaschools.org

HGHS Special Education Department
www.chappaquaschools.org/district/departments/special-education-and-related-services

SE Horace Greeley Program and Goals
www.chappaquaschools.org/horace-greeley-home/departments/special-education

Special Education Department Chairperson:
Cara DiNapoli (914) 238-7201, x-2633
CaDiNapoli@chappaquaschools.org
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Special Education Department Co-Facilitator:
Jessica Leitman (914) 238-7201, x-2576
JeLeitman@chappaquaschools.org

Greeley Handbook
Horace Greeley High School Student Handbook (2019-2020) Ver 1

Test Center
www.chappaquaschools.org/horace-greeley-home/resources/students-page

Transition Support Program
www.chappaquaschools.org/horace-greeley-home/resources/students-page

Tech Support for Canvas/IT issues
https://sites.google.com/ccsd.ws/ccsdpublictechnology/ccsd-technology-department/techni
cal-support?authuser=0

Social Inclusion
Canvas will be the primary method of communication of events to students. For those
students who need assistance in navigating Canvas, Special Education teachers will assist
them or call Student Life Coordinator, for extra  assistance.
www.chappaquaschools.org/horace-greeley-home/departments/student-life-clone

Athletics
Jamie Block, Athletic Director
(914) 238-7201, x-2407
JaBlock@chappaquaschools.org
https://horacegreeleyhs.rschoolteams.com/
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Our Programs

Learning Center
Learning Center provides supplemental support for students in grades 9-12, who require
additional direct, explicit instruction that cannot be provided solely in the integrated
co-taught setting. This is considered a more restrictive level of support, and may preclude
students from taking other courses or electives. Not all students require a learning center.
In the learning center, students work with the special education teacher in a setting of no
more than five students. Executive function skills, such as organization, task completion,
and study skills may also be reinforced and taught. Students work to develop and acquire
strategies to help them be successful in their coursework.

Ongoing consultation with general education classroom teachers and special education
teachers in the co-taught classes is an integral part of this service.

The Learning Center is scheduled as a regular class, and may preclude a student from
taking additional courses or electives. It is not graded. The special educator in the
learning center room may be your student’s case manager. Frequency of the learning
center recommendation for the school year is determined during the CSE annual review,
held in the prior spring.

Not all students require the support of a learning center, just as not all students require the
support of a co-taught classroom.

Integrated Co-Teaching
"Integrated Co-Teaching Services" as used in the Regulations of the Commissioner of
Education means a general education teacher and a special education teacher jointly
providing instruction to a class that includes both students with and students without
disabilities to meet the diverse learning needs of all students in a class. It is the provision
of specially designed instruction and academic instruction in a general education class.
The maximum number of students with disabilities receiving integrated co-teaching
services shall not exceed 12 students.
The Integrated Co-Teaching recommendation is appropriate for those students who cannot
access the general curriculum without a general education and special education teacher
working collaboratively in a specific content area. A student may require integrated
co-teaching in one class (for instance, English) and not another class (for instance, math).
In the Integrated Co-Teaching program, the special education teacher shares
responsibilities for the planning, delivery, and evaluation of the primary instruction for all
students.
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ELA Skills Class
This is a special class, non-integrated program recommended by the Committee on
Special Education. It is scheduled as any other class, and takes up to the band of one
course. It may preclude your student from taking another class or elective. The ELA
Skills Class is not graded. Students work specifically on preparation for the English 10
Regents focusing on reading and writing skills. Students generalize skills learned in this
class into the general education classroom. This course is intended to support students in
the years leading up to the student taking the English 10 Regents.

The Pathways Program
The Pathways Program provides students specialized opportunities to engage in
individually designed programs in their own community school, Horace Greeley High
School. Students enrolled in the Pathways Program engage in New York State Alternate
Assessments and are working toward achieving the Skills and Achievement
Commencement Credential. This program is designed for students whose unique needs
require more support than what is provided in an integrated co-taught classroom and/or
resource room.

A process of person-centered planning considers the student's strengths and affinities as
well as his/her needs to create a plan for an independent, productive life in the community.
Experiential units are designed to foster the academic, vocational, social, and behavioral
skills and personal self-awareness that will prepare students to reach their potential for
living productive lives in the community. The program provides students with the
opportunity to access modified high school curriculum at their own pace and tolerance. It
combines the academic component with pre-vocational and vocational opportunities as
well as connections to community agencies. Toward the end of the program, there is an
increased emphasis on connection with community resources for work, leisure, and
independent living skills.

Students in the Pathways Program are an integral part of the community at Horace
Greeley High School. Students often take elective courses with their typical peers.
Students are encouraged to attend social events and club activities. They are engaged in
the STEAM Center, work with Aramark, take art & physical education courses, and
participate in the sustainability center.

Related Services
Related services are those that assist a student in benefiting from other special education
services or assist the student in accessing the general curriculum. Related services
currently provided in district may include but are not limited to the following: counseling
services, assistive technology services, speech and language therapy, reading, physical
therapy, occupational therapy, vision services, hearing services, and parent counseling and
training. The Committee on Special Education recommends those related services that are
appropriate to a student’s individual needs.
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As students reach high school and begin to work toward credit and Regents acquisition,
the focus of their education becomes focused on explicit classroom content. Related
services may be recommended on a reduced frequency, as a consultative model, or as an
integrated service, maximizing student time in class.

The Transitional Support Program (TSP)
The Transitional Support Program (TSP) is a flexible program that provides students with
and without disabilities both academic and therapeutic support. It is designed for students
who are transitioning back to Horace Greeley after an extended absence, as well as for
students who are experiencing emotional dysregulation.

Educational support may include: study skills, organizational/executive functioning
support. The student’s classroom teachers are invited to TSP to go over the
content/instruction if needed. In addition, students who need assistance with accessing
academic clinical support work with TSP staff to be more self-reliant and independent
learners.

Therapeutic supports include: individual, small group, and family counseling/support.
Intensive case management services for students are available and include teacher
consultation, in-class interventions, monitoring of student attendance, academic updates to
students and families, individualized daily plans, consultation with private therapists,
psychiatric consultation, and family meetings.

Families become a component of the support plan designed for each student. The
program's flexibility responds to a student's need and can range from multiple contacts
daily, course instruction for one or more classes, to a student-initiated "check-in."

Crisis management services are available for students who cannot continue their school
day because of emotional reasons, and include assessment, de-escalation, development and
implementation of coping strategies, follow-up to family and school personnel, and
progress monitoring. TSP faculty includes a psychologist, special education teacher(s),
and a teaching assistant. The program provides consultation and support to classroom
teachers who are working with students with significant social/emotional needs.

TSP may be an appropriate consideration when students return from hospitalization,
residential treatment or other outside placements and need additional support; have
experienced a decline in academic and/or behavior functioning due to medical or other
concerns; or have experienced significant social, family, or academic stress. The TSP
program is intended to help students transition back to participating in general education
classes. It is not intended to be a long-term educational placement.
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Roles

Greeley Support Services
It is the philosophy at Greeley that students use the high school years to attempt to handle
their own issues and problems, with the strong support of parents, school administrators
and faculty. For that reason, your child should, with your guidance, be encouraged to
contact the appropriate adult to resolve any issues that might arise. The faculty is trained
to deal with students in a respectful, helpful manner. If your child faces difficulty in this
process, please feel free to follow up on your own. Remember that an issue with a teacher
should go to that teacher first. If not resolved, you or your child might contact your
counselor, the department chair, the class  assistant principal, or the principal.

Case Manager
All students with an Individualized Education Plan have a special education teacher
assigned as a case manager. The case manager works with the student in the Resource
Room using course work and curriculum to monitor progress on the IEP goals. The role of
the case manager is to serve as coordinator and liaison between the student, staff, and
parent(s). The case manager is a key contact person for students and parents. You will be
notified of the case manager assignment prior to or at the beginning of the school year. For
students with a 504 Accommodation Plan, the school counselor is the case manager for
your child.

Teaching Assistants
A teaching assistant is considered the most restrictive level of support for a student. For all
students, our goal is to foster independence in all settings, and to decrease reliance on an
adult for task completion. If a student requires a teaching assistant, the CSE will
recommend that support. The support of a teaching assistant is detailed on the IEP under
program modifications, and may be for specific time periods (for example, during
transitions) or classes (for instance, during math class). For most students, the support of a
teaching assistant may be in a small group ratio or individually. A student may have more
than one teaching assistant(s) supporting him/her/they during the day. This will depend on
the duration and frequency a teaching assistant is required.

If your child requires a teaching assistant to participate in any after-school events,
academic reviews, or school sponsored social events, please contact Joseph Drew, CSE
Chairperson, so a CSE meeting can be convened to discuss the need. If/when
recommended by the CSE and indicated on the IEP, you should notify your child’s
Assistant Principal, two weeks in advance of the event.
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Department

School Counselor
In the ninth grade, each student is assigned a counselor who will stay with the student
through the duration of the four years of high school. The counselor is a person to whom
the student and family can turn to for information and support.  The same counselor is
assigned to students in the same family in most cases. The counselor has a wide range of
responsibilities, which include:

● Orientation to high school
● Assisting in selection of courses, adjustment of course schedules, monitoring the

completion of graduation requirements
● Individual meetings are held each year to enable the counselor and students to get

to know each other better. The topics of these meetings include issues related to the
academic, social and emotional parts of a high schooler’s life.

● Family and student sessions on the college selection process
● Grade level  evening meetings for parents / guardians
● The college search and exploration process, the transition to college, and life after

high school
● For more information about our psychologists and social workers, please go to the

student services section.

In the summer of eighth grade, your incoming freshman will receive the name of their
Counselor. In most cases, this counselor will follow your child throughout their four years
at Greeley. Siblings are usually  assigned to the same counselor.  The counselor assists
students and parents with social, emotional and academic issues and monitors your  child's
academic progress. Your family will have the opportunity each year to have a private
meeting with the  counselor to discuss your child's progress and future plans. The
Counseling Department also holds evening  meetings with parents of each class, to discuss
in a larger group setting, the  issues particular to each grade. The Counseling office also
publishes a monthly newsletter called Guide Lines. For a list of meetings held over your
child’s four year high school career, visit the Counseling  Department page on the Greeley
website. https://www.ccsd.ws/horace-greeley-home/departments/counseling.
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Psychologists
Mr. Dan Cohen, dacohen@chappaquaschools.org, x-2108
Dr. Stephanie Lia stlia@chappaquaschools.org, x-2116
Dr. Patrick McAuliffe Pamcauliffe@chappaquaschools.org, x-2117

The psychologists provide a range of services including individual and group counseling,
diagnostic testing and crisis intervention. When emotional, academic, social and/or family
problems arise, the psychologists are available for assistance to students and families.
Social Worker

Ms. Linda Ryan, liryan@chappaquaschools.org, x-2388

The school social worker is available to meet with any student or family who needs to
discuss academic, social or emotional concerns, whether school or non-school related.
Students can meet with the social worker privately or in-group discussions. You can call
the Counseling Department to schedule an appointment or to obtain referral information of
any type.

Student Assistance Counselor
Ms. Carolyn D'Agostino, cadagostino@chappaquaschools.org, x-2315

Student Assistance Services is a substance abuse prevention, early intervention program.
The student assistance counselor, located in D Building, is available to meet with students
who are experiencing a substance abuse problem at home, using alcohol or other drugs
themselves or have personal, school or family problems that could lead to alcohol and
other drug use. If you are worried about your child's behavior or the impact of another
family member's substance use on your child and would like to meet with the counselor,
please call her directly. All calls are kept confidential.

Student Life Coordinator
Lauren Olmo, laolmo@chappaquaschools.org, x-2537

The Student Life Coordinator (SLC) is responsible for the enhancement of student
integration throughout the school. The SLC is responsible for student clubs, groups and
facilitating social connections between students and within Greeley. The SLC office,
located along the main lobby next to the attendance office, is also a safe place for students
to talk and eat lunch if needed.

CSE Chairperson
Joseph Drew, jodrew@chappaquaschools.org, 238-7207, x-1110

Mr. Drew is the CSE Chairperson for the Committee on Special Education for grades
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8-12. He has an office on the Greeley Campus and is available to assist parents or students
to ensure that their IEP program is being implemented.

Department Chairs
Department Chairs are listed on the school website and noted in the student directory. The
Special Education Department chair is:

Ms. Cara DiNapoli, cadinapoli@chappaquaschools.org, x-2633

Assistant Principal that covers Special Education Department
Mrs. Lauralyn Stewart, Assistant Principal, lastewart@chappaquaschools.org,
X-2107

The Nurses’ Office
Ms. Ellen Caruso ElCaruso@chappaquaschools.org
Ms. Rebecca Sotherden ReSotherden@chappaquaschools.org
Located in C building: (914) 238-7201, x 2104
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504 Plans
Students with 504 Plans

Overview of Rehabilitation Act (Section 504)

"Section 504" refers to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and to the
amendments to the Act since 1973. Section 504 states that no individual with a disability
shall be: "excluded from participation in, be denied benefits of, or be subjected to
discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance." In a
public school environment, Section 504 protects qualified individuals with disabilities
from exclusion from participation in, denial of benefits from, or being subjected to
discrimination in, district programs and/or activities.

To be eligible for protection under Subpart A of Section 504, an individual must meet the
definition applying to any person with a physical or mental impairment substantially
limiting one or more life activities. Major life activities include but are not limited to
walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, communicating, breathing, endocrine system
functioning, digestive functions, learning, reading, and concentration.

For students with disabilities, the most important regulations for Section 504 concern
access and reasonable accommodations. Students who may require a Section 504 Plan
may have chronic conditions such as Anxiety, Epilepsy, Asthma, Diabetes, Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and who do not require specialized instruction as provided
under the IDEA.

To be eligible for protection under Subpart A of Section 504, an individual must meet the
definition applying to any person with a physical or mental impairment substantially
limiting one or more life activities. Major life activities include but are not limited to;
walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, communicating, breathing, endocrine system
functioning, digestive functions, learning, reading, and concentration. Please contact Mr.
Joseph Drew or your child’s school counselor if you have any questions about your child’s
Section 504 Plan.
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Buildings and Facilities

Academic Clinics/Center
Clinics are open to all students seeking assistance during school hours and are available
for English, World Language, Math, Science, Social Studies, Art, and Health. The times
and locations of all academic clinics are listed on the school website.

Gym Lockers
Students provide their own locks in the gym locker rooms. Physical Education teachers
and coaches will give more details in class. Please see a physical education teacher or the
athletic director if you have questions about lockers in the gym.

Lockers
Lockers are available on request. Please see Mrs. Dell’olio in the main office to request a
locker. As the campus is so spread out, most students at Greeley do not use lockers and
just carry their coats and backpacks with them. However, if a student would like one, they
can request one from Mrs. Dell’olio.

Navigating Horace Greeley High School
Horace Greeley High School is designed as a modern campus. To a newcomer, directions
and locations may seem confusing. However, the signs on the walls that show which
direction the different buildings are located are helpful. These signs are the main way to
know your location. At most hallway corners there is a sign that will tell you what
building, classroom numbers and direction to go in. Students quickly learn to travel the
buildings.

Resource Room
This is a scheduled class to provide support for students with IEPs as recommended by the
CSE. The location of each student’s resource room will be indicated on their schedule. See
Page 2 for more information.

The Academic Commons
This area provides another space in which students may gather during their free periods
for group or individual work. Teachers may arrange to meet their students in this space, or
students may study alone or in small groups. The commons is sometimes set aside for
meetings and special events so students should check daily for availability. Students are
expected to keep the space clean and the space is subject to closure if it is regularly left
untidy.

The Cafeteria
The cafeteria is used by students for eating as well as socializing. In order to maintain its
appearance and respect the recently renovated space, students are expected to assume their
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share of the responsibility for keeping the cafeteria clean and neat. Students must clean up
after themselves and leave the area clean for the next group of students. If students sit at a
table where others have left trays, wrappers, etc., they should clear that as well when they
leave the table. School staff may ask students to clear any table which has debris on it. The
cafeteria is open from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Food is served from 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. A
snack kiosk is opened some days after school.

The Cafeteria can be a challenging place for some students as the noise level is high and it
may be difficult to navigate for some of our students. There is a senior section that is only
for seniors. The freshmen have a section on the far side of the space, and sophomores and
juniors are located in the middle. The school is working on some of these issues and trying
to detribalize the space. There is also outdoor seating available. If your child needs a quiet
place to eat, or assistance navigating the cafeteria, speak to your child’s case manager or
school counselor.

The Global Learning Center (GLC)
The library webpage with all our resources is here. The floor plan attempts to
accommodate student needs. There is a quiet area for silent study and collaborative areas
for group work. We ask that you respect the shared space and be considerate of all students
who are working in the room.

The GLC is open from 7:00 am - 4:00 pm. The library (GLC) has a wealth of resource
materials and provides student access to computers during the school day. Teachers often
use the library during instructional time, and students work there during free periods.

The Test Center
Hours: Monday - Thursday 7:45 - 3:45, Friday 7:45 - 2:35.
For students with IEP/504 visit the Testing Accommodation Section on Infinite Campus,
at Test Center. Students should work with their case manager to schedule an appointment
if needed.

For missed scheduled tests, students schedule an appointment to take a makeup test in the
test center. To schedule a test, click on “Test Center” from the Greeley home webpage
(Resources/Students/Academic Support/Test Center). If your student has an alternate
location on their IEP then the Test Center is one of the places your student’s teacher can
arrange for your child to take the assessments.
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Ninth Grade Transition

Transition Events—8th to 9th Grade
Date Activity

January Orientation for parents of 8th grade students with IEPs and 504s.
Orientation for all parents of 8th grade students.

January Counselors and Department Chairs visit 8th grade students to
discuss the transition and courses.

February-
May

CSE meetings – annual reviews

June Greeley administration and teachers discuss incoming students
with middle school  personnel

Fall sports If you are playing a fall sport, you need to have your medical
forms submitted

Week before
school starts

Counseling meeting and tour of school

Week before
school starts

Introduction to Case Manager and TA’s (if assigned)

Late August Welcome Back orientation with Pizza. Students have an
orientation, have photos taken for ID and group photos. Peer
leaders run events and pizza is provided.

First Day of
School

Usually, the class schedule will be different on the first day of
school.  It is referred to as a Day “0”.

Students should get a copy of their schedule and can see their
case manager or guidance  counselor if add’l help is needed.

Night Meeting for Parents of All Incoming Freshmen
The first event will be the Ninth Grade Parent Orientation in January at Horace Greeley
High School. Parents will gather in the Auditorium to meet with Horace Greeley High
School Administration, Department Chairpersons and other important people to know.
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Night Meeting for Parents of Students with an IEP
The Special Education department holds a meeting in late January for eighth grade parents
of students with IEPs to discuss a successful transition to high school. The meeting
includes an overview of Special Education learning resources at Greeley and a calendar of
transition events. For more information contact Ms. Cara DiNapoli, Dept. Chair, at
cadinapoli@chappaquaschools.org

Selecting Courses
Your child will be asked to select courses in January-February of 8th grade. This might
seem difficult initially, but most classes for ninth grade students are relatively structured.
However, if you or your child is uncomfortable with the course selection process, please
work with your 8th grade school counselor to successfully complete this step.

Tours of Greeley Campus
Incoming freshmen have several opportunities to tour the Greeley campus. One tour is in
late August before school starts. Students meet in small groups with their counselor,
receive their class schedules and are invited to explore the campus using a copy of their
schedule. There is also a Special Education tour in late June, led by the Peer Leadership
group organized by the Special Education Department.

Peer Leadership Program
Your child will be assigned to a freshman peer group that will meet once a cycle on the
morning of Day 6. Two trained Peer Leaders will lead the peer group. Juniors and seniors
are selected to be Peer Leaders through a written and group interview application process.

A Peer Leader may call your child within the first week of school to welcome
him/her/them to Greeley. Your child's Peer Leaders will serve as support to answer any
questions that arise during freshman year and simply provide two friendly faces who will
greet your child as he/she travels through the school year.

Freshmen Orientation
Usually, on the day before classes begin, the school and Greeley PTA will host an
orientation and lunch for all freshmen. This is a great opportunity for your child to meet
classmates and Peer Leaders before school starts.

Counseling Individual Meetings
During the first weeks of school, all 9th graders meet throughout the day during a
scheduled time with their Counselor in individual sessions to discuss the transition to high
school.

Ninth Grade Parent Meeting
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Prior to the Open House meeting, all ninth grade parents are invited to attend a 6pm
meeting where they will meet the administrators, counselors and other faculty members at
Greeley who will be an integral part of the ninth graders experience.

Extracurricular Activities and Unified Sports at Greeley

Athletic Director

Mr. James Block, jablock@chappaquaschools.org, x-2407

Interscholastic Sports

Greeley’s interscholastic athletic program includes 56 teams. Students are encouraged to
take part in our varied offerings in the fall, winter and spring seasons. Interested students
should listen to the announcements for tryout times, look for postings across the campus,
or see the Director of Physical Education and Athletics. Unlimited Participation – It is our
philosophy to include as many participants as each team will allow. This may be
determined by the nature of each sport. Many sports at Greeley allow unlimited
participation. Contact the coach for the particular sport you are interested in to determine
the requirements for eligibility and participation.

Other Ways to Participate in Athletics -- Several teams have statisticians, scorekeepers,
and managers. If you are interested in participating on a team in any of these roles, please
contact the Athletic Director or coach.

Greeley's philosophy is to include as many participants as each team will allow. This may
be determined by the nature of a particular sport. Ninth grade teams are less likely to cut
players than JV and Varsity teams in order to allow a greater number of Greeley students
to experience interscholastic play.

Practice for freshman teams begins in the first week of school except for girls' swimming,
cross-country, and girls' tennis. Practice for these three sports begins approximately two
weeks prior to the start of school. Students who wish to try out for fall season JV teams
must be available for practice and tryouts in late August.

The Athletic Director hosts an orientation meeting in the spring of 8th grade for parents
and incoming freshmen (see district calendar for date) to discuss, among other things, the
high school team experience and the exact dates when the athletic seasons begin. For
winter and spring season sports, the coaches post flyers throughout the school to
announce the pre-season meeting at which students receive additional information about
practices and games. Whether or not there is a separate ninth grade team may depend on
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the number of students wishing to participate in that sport as well as the existence of
matching teams in other districts.

Health forms and registration for sports are required prior to participation. Go to the
Athletics Department site on the Greeley home page for detailed information.

Greeley participates in Unified basketball during the spring season. According to the
Special Olympics Website, "Unified Sports joins people with and without intellectual
disabilities on the same team. It was inspired by a simple principle: training together and
playing together is a quick path to friendship and understanding."

Participating in unified basketball allows our students with disabilities the chance to play
on their school’s team. Unified Basketball partners students with developmental
disabilities (Unified Student-Athletes) with students without developmental disabilities
(Unified Student-Partners) to train, compete and represent their schools. The program
empowers individuals with and without intellectual disabilities to engage through the
power of sports and to break stigmas about ability and inclusion.

Clubs
Greeley has over a 100 different clubs and student groups which provides a variety of
opportunities for students to explore their interests, develop their identity, and cultivate
their soft skills. Students are highly encouraged to become involved and join in clubs and
activities whenever possible.The specific list of clubs varies from year to year according to
student interest and participation. Students will see an updated list on Canvas Student Life
prior to the Fall Club Fair. Activity period is listed as free on your child’s schedule as the
first period on Day  5.

Clubs are open to all students, and everyone is strongly encouraged to participate. The
Student Life Coordinator, Lauren Olmo can help your child find a meaningful club if
needed. The Club Fair, held early in fall semester, introduces students to the many
activities and clubs at Greeley.

Performing Arts
The Performing Arts Department welcomes all students with an interest in theater to
participate in our school-wide productions. Whether it be on stage, (by audition), behind
the scenes with our stagecraft class, or front of house hospitality, there are opportunities
for all students to be part of this community. The fall drama and spring musical interest
meetings are announced through Student Life. For additional information, please contact
Kathleen Feldman, department chair at kafeldman@chappaquaschools.org
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Diploma and Exiting Credentials

It is very important to understand the several ways students can get a diploma and/or an
exiting credential.

Website links are provided to offer specific regulatory requirements and more detailed
information regarding the requirements for each diploma or credential. Discuss this with
your case manager, the CSE chair, and your child’s school counselor to ensure that you
and your child understands the various options.

Sources:
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/documents/attachment-information-supe
rintendent determination-option-graduation-with-a-local-diploma.pdf

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/gradrequirements/home.html

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/multiple-pathways

Career Development & Occupational Studies (CDOS)
This credential recognizes student preparation for entry-level work through mastery of the
CDOS learning standards. Students may receive this credential upon completion of a
career plan, employability profile, and 216 hours of career preparation experiences,
including at least 54 hours of work-based learning. This credential may be awarded as an
endorsement to a diploma or as the sole exiting credential. These career preparation
experiences may also be used as a +1 option.

Skills & Achievement Commencement Credential (SACC)
This credential recognizes students’ skills and achievements in academics, career
development, and other foundations needed for post-school living, learning, and working.
This credential may only be awarded to students with severe cognitive disabilities who
participate in the New York State Alternate Assessment  (NYSAA).

IEP: Measurable Post-Secondary Goals and Coordinated Set of Transition Activities
Now that your child is in high school, it is even more important to think about the
transition to post high school. Please pay close attention to these two sections and make
sure that your child, you, and the CSE team have discussed these topics and outlined how
they will be implemented.
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Special Education PTA

Chappaqua PTA – Special Ed Committee
Register your email address at Chappaqua Special Ed PTA- cptase@gmail.com or at
horacegreeleyse@gmail.com
This will ensure that you receive timely notices from the SEPTA, including our newsletter.
In addition, stay tuned for information about parent-to-parent networking meetings. If you
would like to get involved with SEPTA at the high school, please email
horacegreeleyse@gmail.com.

SE PTA Website
https://chappaquapta.membershiptoolkit.com/login?r=%2Fspecialeducation
The website is an essential and critical communication tool for the Special Education
families.

Greeley PTA Mail
If you currently receive the weekly PTA e-blast from your middle school, you should
automatically also receive Greeley PTA Mail once your child starts 9 th grade. If you don’t
receive, please email the HG PTA.

Resources

NYSED IEP Guidance Document

Read all the details here:
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/iepguidance/IEPguideDec2010.pdf

Parents Guide to Special Education in New York
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/policy/parentsguide.pdf
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