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Literacy is the ability to use available symbol systems....for the purposes of making and 
communicating meaning and knowledge. Patricia Stock, Professor Emerita, Michigan State 
University (June, 2012)

Literacy extends beyond the print-only world of reading and writing.
NCTE Policy Research Brief, Literacies of Disciplines (2011)

Being literate is at the heart of learning in every subject area.
Principles for Learning (2010) ACTE, CoSN, NCSS, NCTE, NCTM, & NSTA

Because technology has increased the intensity and complexity of literate environments, the 
twenty-first century demands that a literate person possess a wide range of abilities and 
competencies, many literacies. These literacies—from reading online newspapers to 
participating in virtual classrooms—are multiple, dynamic, and malleable.
Literacy has always been a collection of cultural and communicative practices shared 
among members of particular groups. As society and technology change, so does literacy. 
NCTE Position Statement, Defining 21st Century Literacies (2013)



CCSD Vision: Active student learning

We want students engaged in experiences that involve 
meaningful inquiry, action, imagination, invention, interaction, 
hypothesizing, and personal reflection.  

Students are actively engaged in learning by:

 creating
 giving and receiving feedback
 reflecting and revising thinking and work
 hypothesizing, planning, trying and revising
 collaborating to solve problems
 having choice and voice in the learning process



 Matching students with texts

 English Language Arts curriculum 
review and professional development

 New Social Studies texts for 7th and 8th

grades



 Close Reading 

 Read Aloud

 Book Clubs

 Multiple Texts 

 Notebooks













 Feedback on writing 
Google Docs

 Book clubs  

 Small group and individual projects
Collaborative research and informational webpages




